state police tactical squad at the r ' * 

scene, as having hurled the firet mis- ' |P^****** 
sile at the students' that precipitated ' Aii II I 

■the ensuing battle.' |yi fl |# I 

The missUe was a tear gas canister , ■ ■ 

which had a defective fuse and was 
thrown back .by a student, the report FD 

The confrontation quickly erupted I | I 

into a volley of tear gas canisters ^ I IrYll 

lobbed by hand andl fired 'from shot- jlj 1 I 

Among the shogtun shells was a . , I I Ij 
fatal round Med with No. 4 buckshot. 

The findings of the special commit- , ' L 

tee disagrees sharply with the prelimi- . 
nary explanations offered by Gov.' Ed- ■ - - 

■win W. Edwards, who claimed televi- ' ‘ 

Sion fdms jfothe’^attle-T,which he'' " 
mwedj^%io|s^^e|^thargtud5i!<^ 

who died were 

Den^^yji of New Roads and I^m- ^ ^ 
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»rd Brovm of Gilbert, both 20, both 
black.' 

BROWN DIED at the scene and 
Smith died 25' minutes after being tak- 
en to a ho§pital. ■ . ■ 

The violence climaxed more, than 
three -weeks of unrest at the Southern 
system’s 9,000-student campus at Baton 
Rouge and 2,500-student campus at 
New Orleans. 

■ The Baton Rouge campus of the pre- 
dominantly black university has been 
shut down, until Jan. . 3 while most stu- 
dents at SUNO have, continued to boy- 
cott classes. 

The commission criticized the stu- 
dents for taking over the administra- 
tion building', which led to police inter- 
vention at the campus. - 
However, the probe group also con- 
cluded, that students were not armed. 
“The action of students in and out of 
. the administration building prevented 
the use of the building for its normal 
purposes ,and prevented the adminis- 
trative personnel from performing 
their 'duties,”.the report said. ■ 

“We find this conduct was impro-. 
per,” the commission held. ( 

THE COMMEISSION also said, “The 
investigation .has not uncovered any 
evidence that students were in posses- . 
sibn of firearms, tear gas, grenades or ■ 
artillery simulators or launching de- 
vices at .the time of the confrontation.” 

. The commission also said its investi- 
gation showed some members of the 
state..police unit bad been issued No. 
00 buckshot and No. 4 buckshot as well 
. as tear gas canisters. This was in con- 
trast to claims that police did not have 
No. 00 buckshort. , ' 

The commission: also said it was the 
policy of. the sheriff’s office to permit 
deputies to carry weapons of their . own 
choice, onto the campus. : 

“Various members of ’ the sheriffs' 
personnel were , equipped with a varie- 
ty of ammunition, including tear gas 
shotgun, shells, tear gas canisters. No. 

4 . and No. 00 bucksho,t shells and high 
■ velocity rifle ammunition. 

SHERIFF AL AMISS of East Baton 
Rouge Parish, the report said, had in- 
structed his men not to use unneces- 
sary force and. cautioned them against 
over-reacting. . 

“He did instruct his men to load 
buckshot, in the magazines . of their 
• shotguns but not into the chambers,” 
the report said. 

“Only upon a specific order of Maj; 
Sliman or Chief Deputy Rives to ‘lock 
and load ; live ammunition’ were the 
sheriff’s deputies to insert bucksho,t 
into the cdiambars of their shotguns. 
“Such an order- was never given,” 

■ the commission said. . 

Sheriff Amiss gave students , five 



minutes to clear the area and Jeave 
the building, .speaking over a loud- 
speaker, the report said. Students be- 
gan ,to disperse but- about 45 remained 
aroimd the front steps of the adminis- 
tration building and an unknown num- 
ber remained inside.; 

The commission said Sheriff Amiss 
in-ade a second announcement over the 
loudspeaker giving the students two 
minutes to leave. 

At this -point, state pohce Capt. Ru-' 
dolph Ratcliff led his squad up to the 

students in front of the building. 

THE REMAINING students rejected 
an order by Ratcliff to leave, and saf 
down around the steps, 

“Some shouted obscenities at the po- 
lice and told -the police to ‘come and 
get us,’ ” the report said. 

“Captain Ratcliff turned back to- 
wards his unit and said something to 
the effect— ‘It looks like we will have 
to gas them.’ 

“At this point, Lt. Roibert B; Crow, 
conunander of the state police tactical 
squad, interpreted this statement to be 
a command to commence using gas. 

“He then pulled the pin on a tear 
gas canister and bowled.the canister 
toward .'the feet of the students, al- 
though neither he nor other members 
of his squad had donned their gas 
masks. 

“He followed .ftis action by quickly 
.tossing in two additional tear gas can- 
isters,” the report said. . 

-• After a student threw back the first 
tear gas canister, it exploded in .mid- 
air, causing a -concussion and shower-:' 
ing several officers with gas, the re- 
port said. . 

THE SECOND tear gas canister also 
was tossed back by students, this time 
toward sheriff’s deputies deployed at 
another point in front of the adminis- 
tration building. 

The third canister, the report said,- ' 
discharged gas among the students. 
•While this was happening, sheriff’s 
deputies began advancing on the adi-- -' 
ministration building. ■ 

The ejg>losion of tear gas created con- 
fusion in the ranks of ;law enforcement 
imits, the commission asserted. 

Some lawmen proceeded to don gas 
maks .while others : proceeded: to' fire 
tear gas from; shotguns and throw tear 
gas canisters. 

Students began rurming and Brown 
:and Smith were among the last to run 
from the area. 

“As they passed near the southeast 
corner of the, front of the administra- 
tion building in front of a ligustrtuh 
bush, they fell; mortally wounded by- 



shotgun ijMllets,” the report stated. 

“Investigation thus far has indicated 
that the students were killed by No. .4 
shotgun pellets,” the report said.. 

THE COMMISSIDN concluded that 
the: two students died from a single, 
blast from a shotgun. It said 23 of a 
possible 27 pellets in one shotgun shell 
had been accounted for, leading the 
group to that conlusion. , • 

The students received 19 wounds and 



10 pellets were recovered from their 
. bodies. The' condition of the wall of the ■ 
building indicated that some shotgun 
pellets struck it. . ■ 

The confrontation on that fatal day, 

. Nov. 16, began when students appeared- 
at the' office of Southern University 
President Dr. Leon Netterville inquir- 
ing about the arrests , of student lead- 
ers in connection with earlier demon- 
strations on the campuS; 

Students have been deinanding'the 
resignation of Netterville and other top 
. administratipn officials mid faculty 
members 'as well as resolution of a 
large number of ^ievances. 

The students met with Netterville, 
who told them he would not discuss the 
j matter under the circumstances. The 
commission said Netterville neither 

, told the students crowded into his of- 
fice that they were violating miy law 
j nor that he would return to the room’. 

I STUDENTS HAD claimed that Net- 
terville told them to wait in his office 
until he returned from . a meeting of : 
the state Board of Education. 

I They said that was why they were 
|. still in 'file president’s office when po- 
' lice arrived on the campus. 

• Netterville contacted anotoer official 
of the university and, instructed him to 
I summon police. - ■ 

i James L. Hunt, director of adminis- . 

' trative services, , -whom Netterville: .. 
. called, notified the sheriff’s office that 
: . the president was in the administration ; 
building with a large number of stu-' : 
dents' and the deputies were needed on 
the campus. 

j The commission said a security offi- 
cer, Maj. William P;iss, testified he- 
I urged students to leave the btold^ 
but they refused. • 

At no other time did imiversity offi-^ 
cials order students to leaVe, the com- 
mission said. Pass and other security 
guards escorted .Netter^dlle from the 
building to his car where he had a 
brief conference with some of the stu- 
dents. ' 

NETTERVILLE LEFT the campus 
for the state Board of Education meet- 
ing and no effort was made 'by stu- ' 




• dents to detain him. 

The president left Hunt in charge of 
' the university. 

As a result of Hunt’s various phpne. 
calls, the sheriff’s office was under 
varying impressions as to conditions at^ 
the university. The sheriffs depart- 
ment believed variously that Netter- 
ville was being held by students, -that 
he was releas^, that, students h^ oc- 
cupied. the building, -and were holding 
a campus i^Murity guard hostage. 

. The commission said the fact was 
that no university personnel were held 
hostage or detained. . . 

. After the incidait had 'ended. Gov- : 
Edwards went to the campus and ex- 
amined the situation and one of his 
conclusions was that the . extent of 
damage in the administration building 
was a clear indication of student inten-; 
tions. 

Howeverj the commission said, “the 
administrative offices were left in a 
state of disarray and some of the fur- 
niture had been- used to barricade a' 
door and a window.’ ^ 

, THE COMMISSION said, “Subse- 
quent investigation revealed no signifi- 
cant damage to iHie offices or to paper, 
files, or equipment in the. administra- 
tion building.” . ! 

The commission noted not long after 
the administration building was 
cleared, several fires were discovered 
on the c ampus, the most serious of 
■ which occurred at the registrar’s of- 
fice. 

Education department officials have 
estimated the damage by fires to the 
campus buildings at more ithan 

$200,000; . 

The commission in. its preliminary 
report apparently made no effort to 
investigate these fires." 

' THE COMMITTEE was selected by : 
Guste who servzs as a 13th member 
and as chairman. He named the panel ■ ; 
aftter Gov. Edwards called on Mm to 
conduct an investigation. , • 

: The group includes Judgz Israel Au- 
gustine of New Orleans, Cornelius Bass 
and. "Wanda .gutter, both Southern stu- . 



I dents from New Orleans, Revius 
Ortigue, a New Orleans lawyer, and 
state Rep. 'Ibeodore Marchahd of New 
Orleans,, and Sidney Cates. Former as- 
sistant ; superintendent df the New Or- 
leans PpEce Department. These were 
' the black members. 

, Whites serving included Louisiana 
Tech President Dr.; F. J. Taylor, Ray 
Blanco, dean pf students at the Univer- 
■ sity ot Southwestern Louisiana in La- 
fayette, Ouachita Parish Sheriff Bailey ' 
Grant,' Shreveport lawyer Jack Dykes, 
Turner Catledge, former executive edi- 
. . tor of the 'New York Times and state 
Sen. Robert Jones of Lake Varies. 

The report notes that Gov. Edwards 
has assimai ttie commission that the 
report will be the <®icial viewpoint of ■ 
'the state. 

However, Edwards— who defended 
. police and , blamed student actions -for 
precipitating the incident— already has 
inicated he. - probably will not endorse 
the findings. ' 

_ The commission interviewed more 
, j^an 225 persons and utilized the serv- - 
ices of a number of agencies with ex- 
pertise in the field of ballistics and 
criminal investigation. 

' The commission said it would issue a 
detailed final report" later “because we- 
feel that, we shauld -make certain rec- 
ommendations in Older that this type 
of. tragedy can be avoided- in the fu-' 
ture.” 

No effort was made to pass on the • • 
merits of particular student griev- 
mces. Those, it said, must be left to 
the responsible agzncy. 




